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FALL-WINTER 2021 SUPPORTER UPDATE

Every Canadian Should
Feel Connected to Science
Covid-19 has put science research, innovation and
understanding back in the spotlight - now what?

Since March 2020 – like you, I have
been watching the science related
to Covid-19 unfold at a remarkable
pace. Together, we’ve followed
closely as scientists, researchers,
and the medical community
work tirelessly to tackle this great
challenge.
Significant progress has been
made in rapid fashion, and
although at times it has all felt
overwhelming, I keep myself
grounded through science and in
understanding how Covid-19 is
spread, how it is contained and
how vaccines work. Having this
core knowledge and confidence
in science is empowering, and it
gives me hope regarding other
great challenges we are currently
facing – like climate change and
global food security.
Sadly, we know that visible and
invisible barriers to meaningful
scientific engagement still exist.
As a result, some people haven’t
felt that spark of curiosity or that
spark has been lost, because they

don’t see themselves in science.
This is why I am so confident in the
Ingenium Foundation’s mission
towards ‘Science for All’.
Everyone, regardless of their
background, physical or cognitive
abilities, should feel empowered
by science – at school, at work
and in their day to day lives.
Thanks to supporters like you
Ingenium and the foundation are
finding innovative ways to engage
Canadians – in all their diversity –
in science. I hope you will enjoy
reading some of the stories from
programs that donors like you
made possible.
Sincerely,
Darcy Ferron, Executive Director

UPCOMING EVENTS

Beyond Injections:
100 Years of Insulin
1921 - 2021
Over a century ago, diabetes was
considered an untreatable and
generally fatal disease, especially
in children. Since the discovery of
insulin by Canadian researchers,
diabetes can be managed and
people can live long productive lives.
The Ingenium Foundation is proud to
partner with the Canada Science and
Technology Museum in presenting
the 2021 edition of Curiosity on
Stage: Medical Innovations –
celebrating the 100th anniversary of
the discovery of insulin.
This online speakers’ series will run
from November 2021 until March
2022 and will provide audiences
with opportunities to hear from and
ask questions of some of Canada’s
leading
diabetes
researchers,
innovators, thought leaders and
advocates.
Registration is free. Learn
more by visiting www.
ingeniumfoundation.ca and
clicking on the ‘Events’ tab.
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Garth Wilson Fellow
Brings Forgotten
40th to Forefront
Within Canada’s long aviation
and space history, there remain
stories that even today are still
undiscovered, untold and/or
forgotten.
The Servicewomen in NonTraditional Environments and
Roles (SWINTER) Aircrew Trial
— one of four military trials
held between 1979 and 1985
— represents just one of these
under-studied parts of Canadian
history.
With support of the Ingenium
Foundation’s Garth Wilson
Fellowship in Public History,
Camas Clowater-Eriksson, a
public history student, was able
to dive deeper into this part of
Royal Canadian Air Force history.
Her work included reaching out
and interviewing some of the
original SWINTER members
regarding their experiences and
the impact of the trials on rights
of airwomen in Canada.
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Soil Superheroes:
Launched July 1, 2021

Beneath our feet, a league of superheroes are working tirelessly to make life on
Earth possible — learn more about their “dirty work.”

Why is soil so important? You
might think you know the answer,
but we can guarantee you there
is even more beneath your feet
than you ever knew possible. Soil
Superheroes is a fun, interactive
and thought-provoking travelling
exhibition launched this past July
at the Canada Agriculture and Food
Museum.
The exhibition features a series of
playful superheroes like ‘Captain
Clay’, ‘The Mole’ and ‘Wonder
Worm’ who take visitors of all ages

through an underground world
that not only grows our food, but
also helps clean the air we breathe.
The development of this exhibition
was supported by the Ingenium
Foundation, and includes a series
of soil themed on-site and virtual
learning activities.
This exhibition will hit the road in
July 2022, heading to communities
from coast to coast to coast, and will
teach Canadians to take tangible
actions to preserve soil in their
communities.

Thanks to the TD Friends of the Enviroment Foundation, Ottawa schools
and youth groups with financial challenges are able to access Soil Superheroes and related programing free of charge. To learn more about this
program reach out to foundation@ingeniumcanada.org.

ABOVE: In 1989, Captains Jane Foster
(left) and Deanna Brasseur posed atop a
CF-18 Hornet fighter jet, having recently
earned their wings as the world's first
female fighter pilots. (Credit: DND
Archives/CKC89-3773)

"Funding provided by the Ingenium Foundation has
helped us share our passion for science with more
people. Because of the foundation’s support we’ve
been able to offer special programming through local
food banks, community groups – all free of charge."
Catherine Émond - Education and Interpretation
Officer, Canada Science and Technology Museum
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A Lifetime of Trains: Remembering Rob Burnet

Young man explores the steam engines
at the Canada Science and Technology Museum

Rob Burnet, a longtime foundation
supporter passed away August 2020.

When Rob Burnet shared his story
with the Ingenium Foundation a
number of years ago, it was clear
where he got his love of trains. Rob’s
early experiences were shaped
by the stories his mother’s family
would tell about their work with the
railroads. Rob even remembered
receiving his first train set at the age
of three or four.
Though active in the railroad
community in his spare time, Rob
made his career as a computer
programming and music teacher.
Rob would find creative ways to
bring train-related music exercises
and programming challenges into
his classes.
Rob described his own experiences
with trains as being “like music
because it’s got the emotions, the
rhythm, the phrasing, the 12-tone
melody, and the steel, it’s got all of
the senses, it’s got everything.”
Throughout his life, Rob was an
active supporter of the foundation,
making monthly donations in

support of the Canada Science
and Technology Museum's railway
collection. And, through a legacy
gift in his will, Rob’s passion for
trains will continue to have a lasting
impact at the Canada Science and
Technology Museum.
Like us, Rob believed it was
important for our museums to have
the resources needed to care for
our world class collections, as well
as additional resources needed to
make the Canadian railroad story,
and others like it, accessible to as
many Canadians as possible.
If you are interested in learning
more about creating a lasting
legacy
with
the
Ingenium
Foundation – please contact: Beth
Dimsdale, Foundation Manager at
edimsdale@ingeniumcanada.org.
BELOW: A young Rob Burnet standing on
the front of a CP Rail Engine. (Credit: Burnet
Family Collection)

The Ingenium Foundation is proud
to be a member of the Canadian
Association of Gift Planners’ ‘Will
Power’ campaign. Will Power is
a national movement, made up
of charities, financial advisors
and legal professionals across
the country, working together to
show Canadians that they have
the power to make a difference
through their Will.
Did you know the majority of
charitable gifts in Wills are left by
Canadians of average means?
Will Power estimates that if only
3.5% more ordinary Canadians
included a gift in their Will in
the coming decade, this would
result in $40 billion dollars being
directed to charitable causes. No
matter the size of your estate, you
can be a part of this impressive
movement for change.
Access helpful legacy planning
tools and resources by visiting
www.willpower.ca.
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Some of the communities across Canada who have benefited from Ingenium’s national programs
Ingenium inspires Canadians of all ages – across our great country. Ingenium and its three museums are continually
developing exciting new programs – all aimed at nurturing a love of science and asking Canadians to dive deeper
into the world’s greatest challenges. Through the foundation’s ‘Science for All Fund’, companies, community organizations and individuals can provide the resources Ingenium needs to bring science inspiration to more Canadians
- even those living in remote communities. Bursaries can assist in covering the cost of registration, rental and/or
shipping for programs such as travelling exhibitions, EduKits, teacher trainings and more.

EduKits
EduKits include a teacher’s guide,
activity plans and tools needed to
bring a science lesson or workshop
to life.

Travelling Exhibitions
Exhibitions are designed to have
flexible layout which can fit into
a wide range of small to medium
sized venues and compact for
shipping.

Teacher Trainings
Teacher Trainings offer innovative,
hands-on, and high energy
workshops for elementary
teachers across Canada.
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