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FALL-WINTER 2022 SUPPORTER UPDATE

Looking Forward:
Full STEAM Ahead
In the year and a half since I joined
the Ingenium Foundation, I’ve seen
remarkable shifts in how Ingenium
and its three sister museums
engage with visitors. Like many
organizations, the pandemic has
opened up opportunities for
Ingenium’s museums to change how
they deliver on their missions.
Early on in the pandemic, virtual
workshops, tours and events were all
that could be offered. As we moved
through openings (and closings) offering socially distant interactive
and immersive experiences became
the challenge.
As we navigate closer to a postpandemic reality, Ingenium is seeing
demand increase for both virtual
and in-person programs. In 2022
and beyond, STEM education has
been identified as a top priority for
educators. School and community
organizations across Canada are
looking for innovative and inspiring
ways to close the pandemic learning
gap.

The Ingenium Foundation is
proud to be able to support the
efforts of educators, parents and
community leaders - particularly
those vulnerable communities
disproportionately affected by Covid.
And, because of the generous
support of our donors, the
foundation and our colleagues at
Ingenium are offering more STEM
programming, to more communities,
in more ways than ever. I hope
you will enjoy reading through this
newsletter which features just some
of the ways your gifts are making a
difference.
Sincerely,
Darcy Ferron, Executive Director

Ingenium Centre:
Grand Opening
In 2023, the Ingenium Centre - a fourstory, 36,000 m² restoration, storage,
research facility - will be officially opened.
After two and a half years of pandemic
related delays, the final artifact was
moved into the collection’s new home this
past August. In total, over 88,000 2D and
3D artifacts were carefully packed and
moved from the old warehouses to the
new facility located next to the Canada
Science and Technology Museum.
In addition to collection storage, the
Ingenium Centre is home to:
- a modern Library and Archives, open
to the public and accessible to users
worldwide, offering a rich array of
almost 2 million archival photos, trade
literature, rare books (and more), ideal
for researching the history of science,
technology, agriculture and food in
Canada.
- a Research Institute, designed to allow
for a variety of collaborative projects
linked to the collection for staff, visiting
scholars, students, and guest curators.
- a Digital Innovation Lab, using 3D, AI,
and virtual and augmented reality to
support initiatives that increase access
to, and interest in, Canadian content at
home and around the world.
If you are interested in hearing about
upcoming open houses and guided
tours of the Ingenium Centre, please
reach out to us at
foundation@ingeniumcanada.org

Photo (above): Steam engine moving into new Ingenium Centre. Photo credit: Ingenium
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100 Years Of Insulin
& Beyond
A century ago, a diabetes diagnosis was a death
sentence. With the discovery of insulin by Canadian researchers Sir Frederick G Banting, Charles
H Best and JJR Macleod and millions of lives have
been saved and improved.

The Ingenium Foundation marked this
occasion by partnering with the Canada
Science and Technology Museum to host
a three-part discussion series featuring
leading minds in the fields of diabetes care,
innovation and research.
‘Curiosity on Stage: Beyond Injections’, kicked
off with Ron Shlien, Co-Founder & Chief
Innovation Officer at Mad Science Group
Inc. Ron’s presentation brought a greater
understanding of just how remarkable a
discovery insulin had been - particularly in
the context of the science and technology at
the time. Ron spoke of his life as a parent of
a Type 1 Diabetic, recognizing his story would
be very different without the discovery of
insulin.
The second discussion hosted Dr. Claude
Piché and Robert Oringer, Co-Founders,
Locemia Solutions. Piché and Oringer talked
about what inspired them develop their
intranasal hypoglycemia rescue – which has
since been purchased by Eli Lilly for global
testing and distribution. The pair shared
their take on Canada’s innovation landscape
and why they are focused on investing in
other Diabetes research and care start-ups.
Lisa Hepner, Director of the ground-breaking
documentary ‘The Human Trial’ rounded
out the series. Lisa shared her experiences
living with Type 1 Diabetes and what it was
like to follow researchers during a clinical
trial testing the efficacy of potential cure
for Diabetes. Beyond the science, the
documentary highlighted the sacrifices made
by researches, doctors and patients as they
navigate the challenging and emotionally
charged landscape of Diabetes research in
the United States.
To learn more about Curiosity on Stage,
upcoming events and watch recordings of
the above discussions (and more!), please
visit: https://ingeniumcanada.org/scitech/
curiosity-on-stage

AgVenture On The Go
& Welcome Wednesdays

Expanding learning opportunities at the Canada Agriculture and Food Museum

When
visiting
the
Canada
Agriculture and Food Museum,
it is easy to get lost in the sights,
sounds and smells of a working
dairy farm. However, within that
experience lies greater message:
where our food comes from
and how it is made matters.
Today it matters more than ever
as we tackle the increasingly
complicated relationship between
agriculture, climate change and
feeding our global community.
This is why, in 2022 and 2023,
the Ingenium Foundation is
supporting two programs at the
museum which expand learning
opportunities
around
these
critical issues.
Both Welcome
Wednesdays and AgVenture are
designed to reach new audiences
of all ages and to not only educate
participants on the issues, but
also to inspire them to become
agriculture and climate champions.
This past summer, Welcome
Wednesdays threw open the barn
doors for three special evenings
of programming at the farm – all

free of charge. Members of the
education team and the foundation
worked together to reach out to
various groups which support
vulnerable communities to extend
a warm invitation and offer support
with transportation if needed.
In November, the AgVenture mobile
museum will be rolling again after a
long pandemic hiatus. AgVenture
brings the farm directly to schools
and community groups, providing
hands on experiences. AgVenture
workshops are designed to align
with the provincial curriculum and
some even include special guests;
bunnies, hens and even worms!

Photo (top to bottom): Family experiences
demonstration kitchen, AgVenture Van. Photo credit: Ingenium.

Through generous support of foundation donors, schools and
organizations located in vulnerable communities are eligible for financial
and/or transportation assistance in order to access these programs. If you
know of a school or community group which could benefit from support
please reach out to foundation@ingeniumcanada.org to learn more.

Cold War:
New in 2024
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Beth Dimsdale, Head of Philanthropy & Planned
Giving, sits down with Erin Poulton, Interpretive
Planner, Exhibitions, to discuss the upcoming
Cold War exhibition opening Spring 2024 at the
Canada Aviation and Space Museum (CASM) to
coincide with the 100th anniversary of the Royal
Canadian Air Force (RCAF).

Photo (above): October 4, 1957 - Thousands attended the Arrow’s unveiling ceremony. Malton, Ontario | Photo credit: DND/MDN PCN 215

Beth: In your role what excites you the psyche and culture. It also marked major
most about your job?
shifts in world power and alliances,
which still impact world events and
Erin: I love so much of what I do. Part of politics today. Also, as time passes, we
my role is to shape the main message for have fewer opportunities to connect
our exhibitions, determining themes and with Cold War veterans and learn their
through-lines. This message planning stories, so it’s important to develop this
ensures that we present information in exhibition now.
a way that feels clear and intuitive for
visitors, so they can focus on exploring. Beth: What will be the central feature in
I feel privileged to help visitors connect this new exhibition?
with Canada’s aviation and space history
in this way.
Erin: Definitely the Avro Arrow. This
aircraft holds a unique place in many
Beth: What is the main message for the Canadians’ minds and imaginations.
upcoming Cold War exhibition?
The exhibition will explore why it was
that Canada sought to build a superErin: The “Big Idea,” as we call it, is fast interceptor to protect the skies
that “The Cold War was a time of over North America. The Arrow project
technological, operational, and social was famously cancelled in 1959. Many
change in the RCAF.” This sentence will Canadians still have some passionate
guide the exhibition team by defining views about the Arrow and the exhibition
the scope and keeping our message will be an ideal place for people to
clear. Our focus will be squarely on explore this difficult history. I’m excited,
the RCAF as we explore what kinds of for instance, that visitors will be able
change were happening at this time.
to watch interviews with Avro Canada
workers, who share their experiences in
Beth: Why is it important for CASM to their own words.
tell the Cold War story?
Beth: Do you have a favourite artifact in
Erin: In truth, our goal is to share the exhibition?
information and stories. Like many
museums, we’re moving away from Erin: Most people would likely choose
being the tellers. We want to be the Arrow nose. And, this exhibition will
thoughtful about how we share and feature artifacts that have never been
represent different narratives and publicly displayed, such as Arrow wing
highlight different lenses through which tips and ejection seats. I’m certainly
people can explore history.
fond of these artifacts, but I’m also
looking forward to learning more about
Beth: The Cold War certainly has many some of the personal items that we
stories which need to be shared!
aim to include— particularly material
related to women who served in the
Erin: Yes! At its core, the Cold War was RCAF during this time of change.
a time of immense change. Spanning
from the 1940s to the 1990s, there Beth: As part of the exhibition team,
were incredible changes in science and have you learned anything surprising
technology, and vast social changes about the Cold War?
which had a major impact on Canadian

Erin: Many historians believe the Cold
War began in Ottawa—really! Before
this project, I had heard of the Gouzenko
affair, but didn’t really understand its
significance. Igor Gouzenko was a Soviet
cipher clerk working in Ottawa during
WWII. Not wanting to return to Soviet
Union, Gouzenko defected. He shared
secret documents exposing espionage
in the West - kicking off world-altering
chain of events. This is the type of
surprising story that I’m looking forward
to sharing in this exhibition.
Beth: What is the most complicated part
of making an exhibition happen?
Erin: We dream big—there’s no end to
the ways that we can engage visitors!
But, slick technologies and immersive
environments come with a price tag.
Moving artifacts also involves costs. We
will need to move the Arrow nose when
we build the new exhibition, and this
will require a structural engineer. This
is why I’m thankful for support from the
foundation and its donors. It’s wonderful
to know that people across Canada care
about the exhibitions we create, and
their contributions help to enrich the
experiences that we can offer to visitors.
Beth: Erin, thank you for your time
today. On behalf of the Ingenium
Foundation and its supporters, I can say
we are all very excited about this new
exhibition!

Erin Poulton, Interpretive Planner, Exhibitions at
the Canada Aviation and Space Museum

Pandemic
Pivot:
'GO STEAM'
Hits The Road
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Like so many organizations, the
pandemic caused the Canada Science
and Technology Museum (CSTM) to
rethink how it delivered on its programs.
Programs like ‘STEAM Effect’ – an
immersive, 12-week program which
brought youth from some of Ottawa’s
toughest communities into the museum
for hands on STEAM exploration.

additional time and many students
had afterschool responsibilities like
caring for family and-or part-time jobs.

“We loved having students in the
museum, working directly with our
team, week after week” says Olivia
Béchard, Coordinator, GO STEAM. “It
was wonderful to watch the group
build its confidence and become more
comfortable with experimenting – as
well as failing and learning from that
failure.”

The result of this pivot was ‘GO STEAM’ –
which brings CSTM’s workshops directly
to schools and community groups.
Students are supported through a
multi-week program exploring key
STEAM principles, conduct hands-on
experiments and test their creations.

With pandemic restrictions, ‘STEAM
Effect’ was put on hold. “The pandemic
allowed us to step back and really think
about the impact we wanted to make
in the community” says Olivia, “we saw
the difference this program made for
these students and knew we wanted to
reach more kids.”
Looking at the program, the team noted
the challenges with bringing youth from
their communities into the museum.
Travel to and from the museum took

“We needed to pivot and we are
thankful that the Ingenium Foundation’s
Science for All Fund was there to
provide support as we mapped out a
new course” says Olivia.

You have more power to make
a difference than you realize. By
giving even a small portion of your
estate to charity, you can make a
significant impact on the causes you
care about, and still support those
you love. In short, you can do both.
In fact, programs such as 'GO
STEAM', Welcome Wednesdays and
the new Cold War exhibition have
all been made possible, in part, by
generous support from foundation
donors who left a gift in their will.
The Ingenium Foundation is proud to be
a member of the Canadian Association
of Gift Planners’ ‘Will Power’ campaign.
Will Power is a national movement,
made up of charities, financial advisors
and legal professionals across the
country, working together to show
Canadians that they have the power to
make a difference through their Will.
You can access helpful legacy
planning tools and resources by
visiting www.willpower.ca.
And,
if you would like to learn more
about leaving a gift in your will to
the Ingenium Foundation, you can
contact Beth Dimsdale at edimsdale@
ingeniumcanada.org

“We are really proud of how this has
turned out. Through GO STEAM we
have not only been able to reach more
kids, we are also creating dialogues and
learning how to better support STEAM
engagement in these communities.”
Since GO STEAM launched in May 2022,
Olivia and her team have been able to
reach over 800 youth in communities
across Ottawa.
Photos (top to bottom): Olivia (L) and Varant (R)
explain the day's activity, student displays their
air powered vehicle, Varant helps student work
through their design. | Photo credit: Ingenium

Beth Dimsdale, Head of Philanthropy &
Planned Giving at the Ingenium Foundation

Interested in making a
donation online? Scan
this QR code with your
phone to visit our
online donation page.
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